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Minutes of the WITHYHAM PARISH COUNCIL MEETING held at 
GROOMBRIDGE VILLAGE HALL on 17th January 2022 at 6.30pm  

 
PRESENT Cllrs Nick Anderson, Alan Gaukroger, Robert Gordon-

James, Diana Kelly (Chair), Jill Pardey, Jennie Paulson-
Ellis, Marcus Tarling, Paul Watkins, Linsey Winter.  

 
In attendance:  Deborah Siddle - Clerk (minutes) 
    
Members of the public are encouraged to attend meetings and there is a 
10-minute opportunity for members of the public to address the Council.  
There were no members of the public present. 
 
1. ENQUIRE WHETHER ANYONE PRESENT INTENDS TO FILM, 
PHOTOGRAPH AND/OR RECORD THE MEETING: None. 
 
2. APOLOGIES – Cllr Andrew Fane – family commitment 
   …Cllr Keith Obbard – illness 
       Cllr Chris Pope – illness 
 
4. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST – None. 
 
5. MINUTES 
4.1. To resolve that the minutes of the Council Meeting held on Monday 8th 
November 2021 be taken as read, confirmed as a correct record and signed 
by the Chairman. 

002188 RESOLVED that the minutes of the meeting held on 8th November 2021 
were approved. 

 
4.2. Matters outstanding from these minutes (not listed as separate agenda 
items) 

 Matters resolved from previous minutes  

Minute no. Who Item 

Pg. 2292 Clerk Written report from Blackham Village Hall 
management committee on next agenda 

Pg. 2360 Administrator Sites of the defibrillators on Facebook 

Pg. 2382 Clerk Drainage investigation progressed at Summersales 
Hill  

Pg. 2382 Clerk Walnut tree purchased and to be planted 

Pg. 2383 Clerk Planning application considered before Highways 
Coordinator investigated if Back Lane could be 
classified as a Drovers’ lane 

Pg. 2384 Clerk St Thomas’ School PTA notified that they may use 
Groombridge Recreation Ground on 2 May 2022  

Pg. 2384 Clerk SLC fitted swings at Groombridge Recreation 
Ground 

Pg. 2384 Clerk Groombridge Cricket Club advised that it would be 
more effective if they put out cones on the road 
when they require vehicular access.  

Pg. 2384  Clerk ‘Keep clear’ signage on the gate at Groombridge 
Recreation Ground  
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Pg. 2385 Councillors Celebrity opening of Groombridge Post Office took 
place 

Pg. 2385 Councillors 
and Clerk 

Post Office building site visit preceded January 
meeting 

Pg. 2385 Assistant 
Clerk 

Sent letter stating WPC’s objection to Gatwick’s 
second runway 

002155 Cllr 
Gaukroger/ 
Clerk 

Ashdown Forest Carparking Consultation response 
submitted 

Pg. 2388 Clerk ESCC notified of the intention to fund an additional 
four urban grass cuts 

 
Actions outstanding from previous minutes  

Minute no. Who Item 

Pg. 2067 Clerk Enquire whether the Crime Audit Officer can assess 
Withyham and Blackham 

Pg. 2163 Clerk Resident interested in looking after Park Corner 
Pond contacting Clerk to arrange meeting. Cllr Kelly 
to attend 

Pg. 2228 Clerk Work with Blackham group to consult on whether 
residents would support some play equipment 

Pg. 2292 Clerk Advertise for members of the public to the Air Traffic 
committee 

Pg. 2297 Cllr Fane Investigate whether any of the Burrswood buildings, 
gardens or trees require listing 

Pg. 2319 Clerk Work with TW Ramblers on the contents and siting 
of a new circular walk lectern 

Pg. 2319 Clerk Arrange for signs requested by Blackham 
litterpickers 

Pg. 2384 Cllr Obbard Enquire whether a resident would maintain the 
raised beds at Balls Green Community Space  

Pg. 2385 Assistant 
Clerk 

Format and design the Parish Plan document for 
publication on our website and on hard copy. 

Pg. 2385 Cllr Kelly Make personal contact with key stakeholders to 
disseminate the Parish Plan 

002156 Clerk Refurbish and site the gas lamp with a plaque for 
the Queen’s Jubilee 

Pg. 2388 Councillors Survey the effectiveness of ESCC’s grass cutting 
and feed back to County Cllr Georgia Taylor 

Pg. 2388 Clerk Seek quotes for an alternative payroll provider  

 
Actions from these Minutes 
The Clerk confirmed that she would provide details of grass cutting sites to Cllr 
Gordon-James 

Minute no. Who Item 

Pg. 2416 Clerk provide details of grass cutting sites to Cllr 
Gordon-James 

Pg. 2417 Clerk Notify GMS regarding use of Recreation Ground 

Pg. 2417 Clerk Notify Groombridge Preshool regarding use of 
Recreation Ground 
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002189 Clerk/Cllr 
Gordon-James 

Commission drawings and a schedule of works 
(Phoenix House) 

002190 Clerk/Cllr 
Gordon-James 

Obtain quotes (Phoenix House) 

002191 Clerk Make Precept request of £163,253 

Pg. 2418 Clerk Amend EMR allocations for 2022/23 

Pg. 2420 F&A Review Clerk/RFO’s levels of delegation 

 
5. COMMITTEE MINUTES 
To receive the following draft minutes of committees and to note 
recommendations contained therein and as far as requisite, the action 
taken by them. 
5.1 Planning Committee – 8th November 2021 - noted 
5.2 Planning Committee – 22nd November 2021 - noted 
5.3 Staff Committee – 8th December 2021 - noted 
5.4 Planning Committee – 13th December 2021 - noted 
5.5 Planning Committee – 20th December 2021 - noted 
 
6. GROOMBRIDGE RECREATION GROUND – Requests to hold events 
6.1 Groombridge Men’s Sheds - May 2022 for opening event (date tbc to 
avoid May Fair) 
Agreed, Clerk to notify in writing. 
 
6.2 Groombridge Preschool - 12th June for ‘Glastonbridge’ annual 
fundraiser 
Agreed, Clerk to notify in writing. 
 
7. GROOMBRIDGE POST OFFICE – to agree works for residential part 
(Phoenix House) 
A site visit had taken place prior to the meeting for Councillors, and a paper 
had been provided outlining possible refurbishment options proposed by 
the Building Group. 
 
Council was asked to consider the proposed refurbishment options whilst 
considering requirements of the Post Office/shop for adequate storage and 
welfare facilities and the need to provide a suitable residential space to 
cover repayments of the Public Works Loan through residential rent. 
 
Queries were raised about the schedule of works, likely costs, building 
regulations, fire requirements, security of the commercial space, how costs 
would be covered and contingencies. 
 
It was clarified that the next step would be to commission a building 
surveyor, who had already given advice in the development of the options, 
to undertake drawings and a schedule of works. Quotes could then be 
obtained for agreement and any further issues considered and mitigated. 
 
It was AGREED to proceed with costings for Option D (amended to include 
a WC within the commercial space) as this was the most practical option to 
balance sufficient storage and welfare facilities for the Post Office/shop with 
the needs of a residence. These quotes should be brought back to a 
Council meeting for agreement. 
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002189 RESOLVED that a drawing for Option D (amended to include a WC within 

the commercial space) and a schedule of works should be commissioned. 
002190 RESOLVED that quotes for Option D (amended) should be obtained and 

provided to a Council meeting. 
 
8. TO AGREE RECOMMENDATIONS FOR THE BUDGET AND 
PRECEPT FOR THE FINANCIAL YEAR 2022/23 
Papers had been provided prior to the meeting, following Finance and 
Administration Committee’s consideration of the matter and based on its 
recommendation. 
 

002191 RESOLVED to agree a budget for 2022/23 with expenditure of £299,593 
and expected income of £136,340, leaving a Precept request of £163,253.  
This represents an increase in the precept of £7,200 or 4.6% which equates 
to an increase of £4.09 per band D property per year or 9p per week.  
 
Ear-marked Reserves for 2022/23 were also considered and provisionally 
agreed as follows:  

 
 
9. FINANCE 
9.1 Note the report showing payments made to date against budgets 
Noted. 
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9.2 Note the payment of December invoices/note regular payments, 
authorised on email 
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9.3 Agree the payment of January invoices/note regular payments 

 

 
002192 RESOLVED to pay the January invoices listed above, to pay by BACS/sign 

the cheques accordingly. 
 
9.4 Consider quotes 
None. 
 
10. CLERK’S REPORT 
The Clerk reported that the Chair and staff are meeting to undertake a work-
planning exercise so that work and projects that have been identified for 
this year will be considered within workloads. 
 
11. MATTERS OF URGENT IMPORTANCE FOR NOTING OR 
INCLUSION ON A FUTURE AGENDA 
A Councillor requested that the Clerk/RFO’s levels of delegation should be 
reviewed. The Clerk confirmed that this would be on the next Finance and 
Administration agenda following recommendations from the Auditor for it to 
be reviewed. 
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Councillors noted that meetings are to continue face to face with no 
opportunity for virtual/hybrid decision meetings. This is despite Covid 
continuing to cause issues for physical meetings, and the success of virtual 
meetings. 
 
12. DATE OF NEXT MEETING To note that the date of the next Council 
meeting will be Monday 14th February 2022 at 7.30pm. Venue to be 
decided in response to COVID requirements; details will be on the meeting 
agenda. 
 

The meeting closed at 7.20pm 


